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Geocentric

Indecent, self-soiled, bilious
reek of turnip and toadstool
decay, dribbling the black oil
of wilted succulents, the brown
fester of rotting orchids,

in plain view, that stain

of stinkhorn down your front,
that leaking roil of bracket
fungi down your back, you
purple-haired, grainy-fuzzed
smolder of refuse, fathering
fumes and boils and powdery
mildews, enduring the constant
interruption of sink-mire
flatulence, contagious

with ear wax, corn smut,

blister rust, backwash

and graveyard debris, rich

with manure bog and dry-rot
harboring not only egg-addled
garbage and wrinkled lip

of orange-peel mold but also
the clotted breath of overripe
radish and burnt leek, bearing
every dank, malodorous rut
and scarp, all sulphur fissures
and fetid hillside seepages, old,
old dependable, engendering
forever the stench and stretch
and warm seethe of inevitable
putrefaction, nobody

loves you as | do.

Pattiann Rogers



Co-commissioned by Norfolk & Norwich Festival and | Fagiolini Charitable Trust 3
for | Fagiolini's programme, ‘ReWilding The Waste Land’, 2021

Geocentric

Pattiann Rogers Joanna Marsh

Performing note

The work can be imagined as a small theatre piece with props as appropriate. The suggested stage directions in bold boxed
text at the top of the score apply to everyone. Facial expressions are encouraged and should fit with the relevant text,
moving fluidly between curiosity, disgust and excitement.
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pinch nose

silent tiny gagging sound
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